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It was not for any particular crime, but perhaps in the
expectation that some reason would turn up if they were
kept long enough; perhaps on the principle of tribal res-
ponsibility for the acts of any individual, for the men of
Tyari had been doing some raiding about that time !
Government having some experience of the fact that
Tyari men are hard to catch and harder to hold, a sentry
was kept permanently in the cell with the pair, and another
posted  outside  it.    Still,  the  qasha's pocket-knife was
not taken from him, but left him for his meals.   Of course,
the cell door had to be opened at times ;  and on one of
these occasions the key (which according to local custom
was not of metal, but a notched slip of wood) was given
to the qasha to hold for a moment.   Instantly he " spaced "
the notches with his thumb, which is the usual way of
measuring anything in this country, and noted the shape
of the key.   Before very long, the sentry contracted,the
habit of going to sleep in the cell; and in those intervals,
priest and deacon contrived to get a slat of wood out of the
roof, and set to work with no other guide than the memory
of the measure taken, to make a duplicate key.   It was
soon finished;  and one morning the sentry's slumber was
rudely interrupted, by finding both his prisoners at his
throat.   He was tied up and gagged quietly;   and then
came the exciting moment, when the key was first tried
in the door.   Greatly to the credit of the locksmiths, it
fitted ; and soon the sentry outside the door, who was not
more watchful than his fellow, was safely locked up beside
him in the cell and left to await discovery.   The priest and
deacon were off, on the road to their own mountains ; with
two good Martini rifles, late Government property, as com-
pensation for their stay at the Government house !
Wild tribesmen on the one side with a tribesman's virtues
and vices, attractive mischief-lovhigboys on another, are all
these .mountaineers; but there are other aspects of their
character that show them as capable of acting like devoted
men. This comes out most markedly in their attachment
to their own historic Church and their readiness to work
on its behalf, One good case of this came to the writer's